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United Nations: Ending violence against women – a global responsibility

 

New York, 4 Nov (IPS/Lakshmi Puri*) -- Addressing violence against women, in all of its forms, is a global imperative and should be one of the international community's top priorities, including in forthcoming intergovernmental processes, such as the post-2015 development agenda.

 

There are numerous international frameworks and instruments, already in existence, that define the obligation of member states to prevent and respond to violence against women.

 

It is critical to ensure that accountability mechanisms are in place; that funding for implementation is adequate, predictable and sustainable; and that the means of implementation are strengthened.

 

These include the 1993 Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women; outcomes of global conferences, in particular, the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the Cairo Programme of Action; and many resolutions, agreed conclusions and statements of intergovernmental bodies, especially the General Assembly, the Commission on the Status of Women, the Commission on Human Rights and subsequently Human Rights Council, and the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice.

 

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Committee's General Recommendation 19 are also key components of this global normative framework.

 

More recently, in 2013, at its 57th session, the Commission on the Status of Women adopted the milestone agreed conclusions on the "elimination and prevention of all forms of violence against women and girls," which apart from representing normative progress and commitment, constitute a global plan of action.

 

The creation of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women), with its normative support, operational and coordination functions, further demonstrates the commitment to the rights of women and the achievement to the goal of gender equality at the global level.

 

However, the translation and full implementation of these global norms into national laws, policies, and measures remain uneven and slow.

 

This is clear from the prevalence of all forms of violence against women seen throughout the world.

 

The focus of prevention and response to violence against women should therefore be on strengthening the implementation of existing global policy frameworks and in ensuring accountability mechanisms are in place.

 

We must look critically at existing global policy frameworks and instruments, and identify gaps that prevent the existing framework from achieving its expected results and ways to enhance accountability.

 

Engaging key stakeholders such as civil society organisations as well as the public is critical in enhancing the accountability of member states but also establishing a "bottom-up" approach to addressing violence against women.

 

This is what UN Women aims to do with the 20-year review and appraisal of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (Beijing+20).

 

The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action identified Violence against Women as one of its 12 critical areas of concern, and the review and appraisal of the Platform for Action is a key opportunity for the international community to not only acknowledge the progress made in the past 20 years but to also assess the remaining gaps and challenges in its implementation, including violence against women, to feed the lessons learned into the post-2015 development agenda processes.

 

UN Women has developed several good practices in engaging other stakeholders to hold member states accountable on their commitments to gender equality and the empowerment of women, in addition to our norm- setting and knowledge building, and programmatic work in 81 countries.

 

UN Women has established global, regional, and national level Civil Society Advisory Groups, has worked through the UN Secretary-General's "UNiTE campaign," and the newly established "Empowering Women, Empowering Humanity: Picture it!," and the "HeForShe" Beijing+20 campaigns to engage the global citizenry on ending violence against women.

 

Moving forward, it will be crucial to continue to engage on the post-2015 processes.

 

We are pleased to see that in the proposed Sustainable Development Goals transmitted to the General Assembly by the Open Working Group included, for the first time, ending violence against women as a target under the transformative and comprehensive goal on gender equality and the empowerment of women.

 

However, we must continue to work to ensure that this transformative goal is supported by strong indicators to enhance the monitoring, accountability and implementation by member states in the final post-2015 development agenda.

 

In addressing such a complex phenomenon, which is embedded in gender inequality and harmful gender stereotypes, more needs to be done, beyond the adoption of additional international instruments and national legal and policy frameworks.

 

It is critical to ensure that accountability mechanisms are in place; that funding for implementation is adequate, predictable and sustainable; and that the means of implementation are strengthened.

 

A revitalised global partnership and political will can make the difference in ensuring the right of women and girls to live a life free of violence.

 

(* Lakshmi Puri is Assistant-Secretary-General of the United Nations and Deputy Executive Director of UN Women.) 
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